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through ATF at the earliest time practicable. Federal law enforcement agen-
cies, as well as other executive departments and agencies, are encouraged, 
to the extent practicable, to take steps to ensure that firearms recovered 
prior to the date of this memorandum in the course of criminal investiga-
tions and taken into Federal custody are traced through ATF. 

(b) Within 30 days of the date of this memorandum, ATF will issue guid-
ance to Federal law enforcement agencies on submitting firearms trace re-
quests. 

(c) Within 60 days of the date of this memorandum, Federal law enforce-
ment agencies shall ensure that their operational protocols reflect the re-
quirement to trace recovered firearms through ATF. 

(d) Within 90 days of the date of this memorandum, each Federal law 
enforcement agency shall submit a report to the Attorney General affirming 
that its operational protocols reflect the requirements set forth in this 
memorandum. 

(e) For purposes of this memorandum, ‘‘Federal law enforcement agen-
cies’’ means the Departments of State, the Treasury, Defense, Justice, the 
Interior, Agriculture, Energy, Veterans Affairs, and Homeland Security, and 
such other agencies and offices that regularly recover firearms in the course 
of their criminal investigations as the President may designate. 

Sec. 2. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this memorandum shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect the authority granted by law to a de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof. 

(b) This memorandum is not intended to, and does not, create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 3. Publication. The Attorney General is authorized and directed to 
publish this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

BARACK OBAMA 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, January 16, 2013. 

Notice of January 17, 2013 

Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace 
Process 

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order 12947, the President declared a 
national emergency pursuant to the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States constituted by grave acts of violence committed by foreign 
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terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace process. On Au-
gust 20, 1998, by Executive Order 13099, the President modified the Annex 
to Executive Order 12947 to identify four additional persons who threaten 
to disrupt the Middle East peace process. On February 16, 2005, by Execu-
tive Order 13372, the President clarified the steps taken in Executive Order 
12947. 

Because these terrorist activities continue to threaten the Middle East peace 
process and to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of the United States, the national emer-
gency declared on January 23, 1995, and the measures adopted to deal with 
that emergency must continue in effect beyond January 23, 2013. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the national emergency with re-
spect to foreign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace 
process. 

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 

BARACK OBAMA 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

January 17, 2013. 

Memorandum of January 25, 2013 

Rulemaking Concerning the Standards for Designating 
Positions in the Competitive Service as National Security 
Sensitive and Related Matters 

Memorandum for the Director of National Intelligence [and] the Director of 
the Office of Personnel Management 

The Director of National Intelligence and the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall jointly propose the amended regulations con-
tained in the Office of Personnel Management’s notice of proposed rule-
making in 75 Fed. Reg. 77783 (December 14, 2010), with such modifica-
tions as are necessary to permit their joint publication, without prejudice 
to the authorities of the Director of National Intelligence and the Director 
of the Office of Personnel Management under any Executive Order, and to 
the extent permitted by law. 

This memorandum is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 
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